By DAVID SOLOMON
DRAFT legislation to monwealth and local govern-

: s _ ments, and by the bulding in-
provide for a uniferm na dustry and consumer rep-

' tional building law suggests resentatives,
- that radical changes will be The draft which has just
made to the legal environ- bee?&;?mizzt;%;};éhe vai;?uv
; - . par en man
ment .surFOLmdmg the con be considered next month at,
struction industry. an AUBRCC-sponsored con-
The proposed law will impose ference in Melbourne, shortly
a ten-year limit on the Habil- after the council reviews its
ity of councils and others en- provisions.
gaged in the design. construc- Those meetings are likely to
tion or approval of buildings result in a modified draft
and will require courts to ap- peing considered by more in-
portion the degree of respon- dustry and government con-
sibility of those involved. ferences later in the year.
The ten-year limitation pe- The scope of the proposals
riod would begin from the can be seen from the objec-
time when a certificate of gc- tives which are listed in the
cupancy was granted. At the Bil These include:
moment, lability runs from @ Establishing and improv-
when defects are or should ing building standards.
have heen detected. ® Facililating the adoption
The proposals would greatly and application of national
reduce the Hability of local uniform building standards.
councils for damages because @ Facilitating national uni-
they would be responsible form accreditation of building
3w products, construction
WIH impose methods, building designs,
I *  building . components and
10-year limit = ouildingsystems.
@ Providing an effective
only for their own errors and system for giving approvals
would not be liable to make up and administering related
for damages attributable to bullding matters. N
architects, builders or mat- g Facilitating cheap con-
erial suppliers. struction of buildings,
However, the legislation The Bill provides for the ac-
would also require bullding creditation of building prod-
professionals such as engin- yets, construction methods,
eers, architects and building design, components or system
surveyors to have proper pro- by the Building Acereditation
fessional insurance. Authority, and no council can
The scheme has been devel- refuse to say that anything
oped under the auspices of accredited in this way is not
the  Australian  Uniform gatisfactory.
Building Regulaiions Co-ordi- The Bill also contains a
nating Council, chaired by the mechanism for allowing min-
Victorian director of bullding isters to take matters out of
control, Mr Lyall Dix, the hands of local councils
It is a significant feature of where particular projects are
the micro-economic reform determined to be of national,
package being considered as State or regional significance.
part of the special premlers The legal project consultant
conference. The draft legisla- {5 AUBRCC on the scheme,
tion is Ukely to be put before Mr Kim Lovegrove, a partner
the premiers in November. iy the Melbourmne firm Home
It the meantime it is likely Wilkinson and Lowry,
to be revised in detall by rep- stressed that the Bill was stili
.fesentatives of State, Com- “at a malleable stage” -
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